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Peter Damian had died the previous year, and of the out-
standing figures in the Curia during the last twenty-five years
only the archdeacon Hildebrand was left. The choice of the
cardinals, indeed, was anticipated by the populace, who
hardly allowed the body of Alexander to be laid to rest before
they began to clamour vehemently for Hildebrand as Pope.
The formal election followed, but it was not prejudiced by
the popular (list urbanee. The Pope-elect was not the nominee
of Roman nobles or of German king, and so for the second
time the real purpose of the Election Decree was fulfilled and
papal independence vindicated. And on this occasion the
choice ha<l been made from the Roman Church, as the Decree
prescribed. For, except tor his three years in the Rhine
district, Hildebrand had spent his lite in the service of the
Roman Church, lie took the name of Gregory VII in
memory of the Gregory VI in whose service he had left Rome
to #o into exile in IC-tO,
His	Thus began one of the greatest pontificates in history.
f,,,, i. T,, (,. , ,, wr j [ crs picture him to us as small and strikingly
u#U% but with Hashing eyes which mirrored his ardent soul,
and they attest his power of fascination, of which his influence
over the Romans is a proof. lie fulls far short of many
Popes in learning, theological or legal, but in zeal, in deter-
miaution, and in juwlieal knowledge and ability he was
second to none. When we observe the sudden change from
the easy-going practice of his predecessor to the vigorous and
violent activity of his reign, when we consider the vast range
of his vision and the permanence of his achievement, whether
we approve or condemn, wo cannot fail to be impressed by his
personality* He is one of the great men who have left their
imprint upon the history of the world, and the enthusiasm
and the hatred that lie aroused among his contemporaries
have been kindled again in every succeeding generation.
Round such a figure legends inevitably gather. He has
been made responsible not only for his own acts as Pope
but also for all the stirring events of the preceding quarter
of a century, when he was only a subordinate agent of the
policy inaugurated by others. The youth whom Leo IX
brought with him to Rome in 1041) has been depicted as the
master of the Church from that time onwards. So, whereas
the original names of other Popes are hardly remembered*

